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Produced for the Village by the Parish Magazine Committee under the authority of Tatsfield Church. 

Editors • Tara Barry and Tracey Syrett   

Chair • Debra Elsdon 
Treasurer • Madie Langford (577114)   Distribution Managers • Jim and Ruth Yeeles (577489)  

Advertising Manager • Sarah Tait    Production • Ruth Yeeles 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

St Mary’s Church Office (Thurs 9.30-13.30) 
Admin: Steve Tatler, The Parish Office, High Street, Limpsfield RH8 0DG. 

Phone 01883 712512 / email  stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com. 
Team Rector:  Revd Helen Cook email: hjwcook@yahoo.co.uk 

Curate:  Debra Elsdon email: curate.lttm@gmail.com 
Wardens: Marjory Broughton (01959 541059) / Chris Hancock (01959 577622) 

St. Mary’s Church Hall Bookings • Sheila Cook (577443) 

COUNCIL CONTACTS 
Parish Council: Clerk • Aileen McHugo Building, Westmore Green, Tatsfield TN16 2AG  

clerk@tatsfieldpc.org.uk (07483 337461) 
Chair • Kim Jennings email: kimjennings@tatsfieldpc.org.uk (577328) 

Website • www.tatsfieldpc.org.uk 

Tandridge District Councillor • Martin Allen, 38 Paynesfield Rd, Tatsfiel d TN16 2BG (577201) 

Surrey County Councillor • Vacancy 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Village Hall Bookings Secretary• Helena Garcia-Mcleod (bookings@tatsfieldvillagehall.org.uk) 

W.I. Hall Bookings • Pat Walsh (01959577684) 
Parish Room Bookings • (07483 337461) email clerk@tatsfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 

Tatsfield Primary School Head • Rachel Jewitt (577356) 
Tatsfield Village Club • (577330) 

Furze Corner Bookings • 07483 337461 clerk@tatsfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 
Doctors • Stock Hill Surgery (580011) • Westerham Surgery (564949) • Oxted Medical Centre (01883 734000) 

Village Website: www.tatsfield.org.uk 
 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

We welcome contributions from village organisations and individual residents but reserve all editorial rights.  We 
welcome letters commenting on items in previous issues or on anything else.  Anonymous submissions will not be 
accepted. Organisations must include contact details in their submission, which will be published. Copy date for 

the Magazine is normally 16th of the preceding month, except for July/Aug and Jan/Feb double issues. Ideally 
contributions should be sent as a Word attachment by MIDDAY on the copy date in an email to: 

tatsfieldpm@gmail.com. Alternatively post to: Tatsfield Parish Magazine, 20 Shipfield Close, Tatsfield TN16 2AU. 
 

Enquiries concerning advertising or loose inserts should be made to Sarah Tait (tatsfieldmag@gmail.com). All loose 
inserts need to be booked an approved at least ONE MONTH in advance of insertion. 
Small Ads These are accepted only from Tatsfield or Titsey residents (No Trade) and are free of charge (Max 10 words 
plus phone number.)  We will include them in the next issue space permitting. 
Calendar Dates Our calendar usually covers six weeks or more from publication so please give us your dates in good 
time.  If you don’t want your event to clash with others why not check with us early? 
Advertisements We take no responsibility for the goods and services advertised in the magazine. 
 

Cover image: Mark Stokoe’s hot air balloon, courtesy of Alice Syrett. 

mailto:stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com
mailto:hjwcook@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:curate.lttm@gmail.com
mailto:bookings@tatsfieldvillagehall.org.uk
http://www.tatsfield.org.uk/
mailto:tatsfieldpm@gmail.com
mailto:tatsfieldmag@gmail.com
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LETTERS 
Dear Editors, Regarding East Surrey Council 2027  I wrote to the Leader of East Surrey 
Council Cllr Steve Wotton to question the decision of the makeup of major roles in East 
Surrey Council based on the fact that local representation was acknowledged as being 
diminished under the new system. Having learned that the makeup of the new East 
Surrey Cabinet members and heads of Statutory roles did not include anyone from 
Tandridge in to any senior posts, I wrote to ask how he felt that this was a fair and 
proportionate representation throughout the East of Surrey and Tatsfield & Titsey 
specifically within the new East Surrey Council . 
Steve explained they (the Liberal Democrat administration) had internal elections for the 
executive roles but was very mindful of how the various parts of East Surrey are 
represented in the new council and in the various committees, including the Executive. 
He went on to say it was his, and his group’s, intention to expand roles and 
responsibilities, in part to broaden participation of the whole LD group and also of the 
wider council itself. This can be achieved through the full suite of committees that will 
come into effect from next year and also via the establishment of deputy executive roles.  

He further stated his keenness to establish strong links between the new council and 
existing local bodies, such as Town and Parish Councils. In their manifesto they are 
committed to a strong programme of localism, this will be developed in the coming 
months as we get closer to vesting day. We will just have to wait and see how this works 
out for us all!     Cllr Martin Allen  
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EDITORIAL  
For the beauty of the earth,  
for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies.  
 

For the wonder of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  
hill and vale and tree and flower,  
sun and moon and stars of light 
 

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  
this, our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

The words to this popular hymn express something of the feeling that we all have – 
whatever our faith tradition or none – when we are in the presence of Nature.   

The wonder of the view from the top of our North Downs; the scents and sounds of 
summer. And the glorious night sky – so ably navigated by our guest contributor, Brian 
Mills FRAS; which I always read with interest and not much comprehension! 

The writer – with the unlikely name Folliott Sandford Pierpoint – was inspired by the 
landscape around his native Bath in the 1860s. And in the 1970s John Rutter’s setting 
brought a rather more jaunty feeling to the words. Do check it out – it’s really lovely. 

Whether we have clouds, rain or sunshine over this summer season we can all be 
thankful for our village landscape and for the many wonderful people who work so hard 
to maintain and enhance its beauty. 

I hope to bump into you over the summer months – at one of the many events you can 
read about elsewhere in the magazine or at our Sunday Teas at St Mary’s Millenium Hall. 
And whatever you do and wherever you go – I hope you can echo the thankfulness of 
this hymn. 

Blessings, Reverend Debra 

  

TATSFIELD ONLINE 
Village website:www.tatsfield.org.uk 

Village facebook page: search for ‘Tatsfield Village’ on facebook 
Tatsfield Talk facebook group: search for ‘Tatsfield Talk’ on facebook,  
and ask to join to be able to view and post.   Twitter: @tatsfieldtweet 

http://www.tatsfield.org.uk/
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TATSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council met on 8th June when we welcomed Councillor Jacquie Thomson from 
Surrey County Council and Shadow Councillor Jeremy Pursehouse from East Surrey 
Council following the recent elections. 

PLANNING 
TA/2026/396  Broomlands Farm, Broomlands Lane, Limpsfield, Oxted RH8 0SP  
Demolition of existing buildings to provide 6 padel courts (3 under cover) and conversion 
of existing buildings to provide a new club house and member facilities together with 
parking and landscaping. The Parish Council heard representations from the applicant 
and also a local resident speaking on behalf of other local residents. Although in design 
terms, the proposals for the layout, built form and adjustments to existing farm buildings 
appear reasonable, there are serious concerns about the non-sustainable location of 
these proposals given the lack of public transport nearby and the long narrow access lane 
(some of which is part of Tatsfield Parish) to the site. They are not in line with TDC 
planning policy. Also, there are potential dangers associated with visibility and access 
from the main A25 road given the anticipated increase in traffic, including commercial. 
Recommendation: Objection. 

FURZE CORNER  At the time of writing, we are still waiting for the outcome of CIL grant 
discussions at Tandridge DC relating to our Furze Corner upgrade project. Jason Syrett 
attended the CIL committee meeting on 2nd June and a decision is due on 18th June. So, 
hopefully, by the time you read this we will have had confirmation of the additional 
monies requested.  

MUGA  Following the grand opening of the MUGA, Sue Dowse reported that the whole 
project has now been completed. Two pickleball sets have been left and can be accessed 
via a code after texting the number on the notice by the court. Also, one of the tennis 
nets will be in place until the autumn. The other court will be used for football and 
netball. A locker is being put on the side of the AMB to store equipment. Sue reminded 
us that netball is regularly played on a Wednesday evening from 7.30pm. All are welcome 
so just turn up if you would like a game. 

TATOL BED REFURBISHMENT   By the time you read this hopefully the Tatol bed will have 
been completely restored. Work is planned for the second week in July.  

POLICE  From police reports, one serious incident had occurred recently when significant 
damage was caused to the greens at Parkwood Golf Club, apparently by a number of 
youths on electric bikes. Other reported incidents were mainly about increased levels of 
fly tipping. Most recently, Martin Allen organised an excellent meeting with Rob 
Staplehurst, the new Tandridge Borough Commander at Surrey Police. He showed a great 
deal of interest in our village and will hopefully be more involved with local issues as and 
when they arise. As always, he again emphasised the need for residents to report, report, 
report!  
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APPLICATION TO BUILD 84 HOMES ON SHIP HILL  Since the Parish Council meeting we 
have now heard that the application by Chartwell Ltd to build 84 homes on Ship Hill has 
been submitted to TDC and validated so it is now formally out for public consultation 
with representations to be submitted by no later than 18th July – just a few days after 
you will receive this edition of the magazine. The planning reference number is 2026/559 
which is easy to access on the TDC website so, if you haven’t done it already, do please 
get your comments in as soon as possible. The PC will be considering the matter at its 
next meeting on Monday 13th July. It is also vital that all those who previously responded 
to the Chartwell local consultation process should do so again, this time to TDC. 

PLAYGROUND WESTMORE GREEN  The GoFundMe page to raise funds for the new 
childrens’ playground on Westmore Green is still open for contributions and we do still 
need more public help to reach our target of £10,000. Thank you to all those who have 
contributed so far... 

BINGO NIGHT  And finally, a date for your diary, Thursday September 10th The Olde Ship 
pub is putting on a Musical Bingo Night which will be great fun and extremely 
entertaining. 

David Pinchin, Vice-Chairman, Tatsfield Parish Council 

 

TANDRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL  
I am pleased to say that all three of our newly 
elected representatives have interacted with the 
village in one way or another, either at Parish Council 
meetings where they have met our Councillors or 
have come to see and financially support the 
compost site and the allotments and the Not So 
Young Club from the Surrey Council Members Funds. 
As they grow into their roles, I hope they will learn 
more about Tatsfield so that they can understand 
what our needs are and will be going forward. 

I am also pleased to say that the newly appointed 
Tandridge Borough Commander at Surrey Police   
4862 Rob Staplehurst Inspector joined myself Cllrs 
Pinchin and Dowse from the Parish Council and both 
SCC Jacquie Thopson and ESC Jeremy Pursehouse in 
the village where we talked about policing and the 
need for improved communication. Rob pointed out 
that we remain a very low crime area, with very few 
reports being received from us over any matters that 
arise. So, the message here is “report report report”, 
to keep the intelligence flowing. Pleasingly we had 

Rob Staplehurst with ESC Jeremy 
Pursehouse, TPC David Pinchin, 
SCC Jacquie Thomson, TPC Sue 

Dowse and myself. 

New SCC Jacquie Thomson and 
husband John enjoying tea at 

the compost site with Jon 
Allbutt, Sue Reed, myself, Mike 

Wiliams and Alan Armitage. 
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our local PCSO Georgia Kidd come to see residents late June and she will be back early in 
July. Rob leads a team of 2 Sgts 6 PD’s and 6 PCSO’s whose mani functions are on 
burglary, stolen vehicles, shoplifting and rural crime. 

So that it is open and honest I met with the Applicant for the 85 houses on Ship Hill and 
outlined much of the concerns that I felt the village would have. I pleasingly felt that they 
listened and had taken a lot of this into account when building their application. I also 
went to see a Chartwell development in Lingfield and was really impressed with the build 
and the designs. When putting together the Neighbourhood Plan it was clear that the 
building of new dwellings v the need to build for the younger generation of Tatsfielder’s 
was pretty evenly split so there are arguments both ways that would need to be thought 
through. The Application is now live on the Council website under Ref 2026/559 with 
comments until 18th July; so if you feel strongly either way, please send in your comments 
so that the Officer can understand the thoughts from Tatsfield on this application. 

Tandridge District Local Plan 2024-2044 consultation opening soon  We are now 
consulting on proposals for the new Local Plan. The consultation opened on Monday 6th 
July 2026 and will run until Monday 17th August 2026. All documents, maps and 
information are available online at www.tandridge.gov.uk/localplan. There are many 
opportunities to come and talk to Officers and local councillors at a series of local events 
across the district where you can: view submitted sites; ask questions; speak to planning 
officers and local councillors; but most importantly share your views. 

You can drop in to any event during the consultation period, it starts in Warlingham on 
the 6th July in the library between 2–8pm where you can see the papers covering 
Tatsfield. But if you cannot make that we will be holding our own Event in Tatsfield on 
Monday 20th July from 3.30pm-8pm. In the Aileen McHugo Building. Come along and 
have your say. You can also join a live Q&A session where Officers will be hosting a Q&A 
session where a panel will answer questions on the Local Plan. All details can be found 
on the Council’s website. 

So, there was I thinking that my role would decrease as we edge towards the new East 
Surrey Council but that does not seem to be the case, there are still independent group 
meetings, Group Leaders meetings, meeting with Officers Committee meetings and 
Council meetings to attend, whilst trying to ensure that business as usual happens within 
Tatsfield and Titsey. 

I am sitting typing this in a darkened room on what will probably the hottest day of the 
year and, despite the above, my thoughts are heading towards enjoying the summer 
when I do get a break, So do enjoy the good weather and whatever it is you are going to 
do to enjoy your summer, and I will be writing again updating you all again in September 
where I hope many things will have become clearer. 

If you think I can help you with anything to do with the Tandridge District Council or 
anything else please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Cllr Martin Allen Tel: 01959 577201  
Email: cllr.martin.allen@tandridge.gov.uk or martin_allen@talk21.com 

https://biz8j.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsDg0YqtOXcYTjAFOTqCP8/C-sngmuheqUz
mailto:cllr.martin.allen@tandridge.gov.uk
mailto:martin_allen@talk21.com
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CLAIRE COUTINHO MP 
The summer fete and festival season is definitely upon us. At the time of writing, I’ve just 
come back from a fantastic day out at the Limpsfield Chart Fair with my family, a must-
go in my calendar. It was such a wonderful afternoon and a brilliant display of community 
spirit. My praise, as always, goes out to the volunteers for all their efforts. 

I will be opening a new round of grants for the Friendship Project in July, so if you’re 
running a group aimed at tackling loneliness here in East Surrey, please do get in contact 
if you think we can help.  

Regular readers of my columns will know I am fighting against local unauthorised 
traveller development. I recently met with the Minister for Housing and Planning, 
Matthew Pennycook, and I think he is beginning to grasp the scale of the problem. What 
we need now is action. I’m pushing the Government to look at banning retrospective 
planning, tightening up loopholes, possible restrictions on the delivery of construction 
materials, and stronger powers for the police and councils.  

This month I’m kicking off my Summer Surgery Tour, bringing my surgery to you in towns 
and villages across East Surrey. This will help ensure that, no matter where you live in 
our constituency, you will have the chance to meet me. This year’s tour will be taking 
place between Thursday 16th July and Friday 7th August. If there are any matters I could 
help with, or any issue you would like to raise with me, then please get in touch with my 
office in Lingfield either by telephone on 0207 219 5972 or by email 
at claire.coutinho.mp@parliament.uk. 

Diary date: Claire will hold her surgery in Tatsfield on Friday 17th July. Further details 
with location and time will be sent out to all households by her constituency office. 

  

mailto:claire.coutinho.mp@parliament.uk
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1ST TATSFIELD SCOUTS 
Tatsfield Scouts have been making the most of the lighter evenings 
with grass sledging, adventure trails and expeditions on electric bikes. 
We are also thrilled to be able to say that Tatsfield Scouts are going 
international! Some of us are heading to Switzerland for Surrey 

Scouts KIX 2026 to go walking in the mountains, paddle down the Aare River, attempt 
the high ropes and join an international campfire, with potential for plenty of chocolate 
and cheese along the way! 

 

And we are also very excited that for the first time ever in 1st Tatsfield Scouts’ history 
one of our young people will be attending the World Scout Jamboree in Poland in 2027 
which is a tremendous achievement and we are very proud of them.   

So many things to get excited about not only for our young people but also our Leaders 
who are lucky enough to be able to join them in these adventures. 

 

COULD YOU BE TATSFIELD’S NEXT SCOUT LEADER? 
1st Tatsfield Scouts are looking for a new Scout Leader to join our team and we’re keen 
to find someone to step forward soon. 

Our current leader, Matt, will soon be stepping down after 10 years with us so we’re 
looking to find someone who can help ensure our young people continue to have access 
to our own Scout Group. The good news is that you won’t be doing it alone. You’ll be 
supported by a friendly, experienced team, and Matt will help ensure a smooth handover 
so you won't be thrown in at the deep end. Unless we're canoeing, of course. 

You don’t need any previous Scouting experience as we provide training and support. 
What matters most is enthusiasm, energy and a willingness to help young people 
discover their potential, build belief in themselves and above all have fun.   

At its heart, being a Scout Leader is about helping young people try new things and 
discover what they’re capable of. One week might involve games or a campfire; the next, 
organising a simple outdoor activity or hearing a wonderfully inventive explanation for 
why something didn’t quite go to plan. No two meetings are ever the same and you will 
learn a lot yourself along the way. 
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We know life is busy - juggling jobs, families and everything else that keeps us occupied. 
Yet many find that a couple of hours at Scouts is a welcome break from the usual routine. 
It's a chance to do something different, spend time with great people and be part of 
something that really matters. 

We’re looking for a new Scout Leader but would also love to hear from anyone interested 
in helping in other ways, whether regularly or from time to time. If you’ve ever thought 
about getting more involved in the village this is a really rewarding way to do it and you 
will quickly find that Scouts is a place to belong. 

“I originally offered to help while my children were in Scouts and somehow I’m still here 
years later. It’s been one of the most enjoyable and rewarding things I’ve done.”  

Matt Regan, Scout Leader 

We have a brilliant Scout hut, great resources and fabulous Scouts. If you’re even slightly 
interested, please have a chat with SJ Mumford on 07966 227202 or 
tatsfieldscouting@gmail.com to see if it’s something you’d enjoy.  There’s no obligation 
at all.  

 

 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  
COURTESY OF  

DR ASLAM AKHTAR 
A “Painted Lady Butterfly”. 
These arrived in amazing 
numbers to feast on our 
perennial wallflower (Erysimum 
Bowles mauve. This evergreen 
hardy wallflower was worth 
growing just for the clouds of 
painted ladies that it attracted 
this year!! 
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LITTLE ACORNS PRESCHOOL  
This year as part of our Father’s Day celebrations, we 

were joined by Owen Longhurst- AKA The Fun 
Football Factory!  

Parents & Grandparents were invited for a morning of fun, 
football focused games to enjoy with their children and had 

great fun working together as teams! At Little Acorns, The Football Fun Factory is with 
us every Wednesday afternoon - included within our session!  

We have also enjoyed spending lots of time learning through play in our outside area, as 
the weather has been so 
nice!  

The children explored 
beach themed activities 
and role plays too. We 
played with bubbles, 
body boards, rubber 
rings, buckets and spades, a ball pit pool and an inflatable boat!  

The Little Acorns Team 

 
NOT SO YOUNG CLUB 
Bingo was the theme at our last meeting and Neil is certainly becoming an expert caller. 
After a hearty curry with all the trimmings and a light dessert everyone had their eyes 
down for ‘two little ducks and legs eleven!!’ Oh and of course we shared Pam’s delicious 
cakes. 

In July we are heading to the coast for our annual day trip to the seaside. This year we 
are off to sunny Worthing, for a light lunch in a seafront (well almost) hotel and a 
wonderful wander around this traditional seaside town. 

In August we will be hosting our annual garden party/barbecue so anyone thinking of 
joining our little club will need to contact me to be advised of the venue. 

We have received a generous grant from the Parish Council to buy a credit payment 
machine, this will ensure we can accept card payments at our fundraising events. 
Everyone would like to thank them for their continued support it is greatly appreciated. 

Last month we held a cinema night in the WI Hall and everyone had a great time watching 
The Greatest Showman.  

A big thank you again to everyone who supports our club we could not organise as much 
as we do without your support. Our meetings are always the second Tuesday of the 
month please contact me if you would like to join us. 

Keep safe. Sue Dowse,  notsoyoung100@gmail.com, 07816110929 

mailto:notsoyoung100@gmail.com
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MONKEY PUZZLE DAY NURSERY  
The children 
have loved 
spending so much time in 
our garden, due to having 
such amazing weather 
lately! They have been 
embracing the outdoors by 
collecting natural resources 

and using it for inspiration to create art and activities with. Like decorating lots of rocks 
to make a kindness path in our garden, coming up with words of affirmations to write on 
them that make us feel good! 

We continue to be looking at 
various artists for our artist 
of the month, all that take 
inspiration from Mythology! 
The children across the 
nursery have loved creating 
fairy gardens, pinch pots and using their imagination to explore dragons, fairies and lots 
more! 

 

FOREST SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLUB 
We have spaces available for 5–8-year-olds to join in the summer 
holiday: 27th and 29th July; 4th, 6th, 10th, 12th,18th, 20th, 24th, 26th 
August! For any more information please feel free to contact us. 

 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR CHILDCARE? 
We offer a high standard of care to children aged 3 months to 5 years old. Providing a 

range of fun and exciting activities, both indoors and outdoors all year around, 
exploring our local environment and all it offers on local trips, celebrating all traditions 

and cultures. 

We have spaces available here at Monkey Puzzle Tatsfield, if you are interested and 
want to book a tour of the nursery, please contact us: 

Phone: 01959928427    Email: manager@monkeypuzzletatsfield.co.uk 
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TATSFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SUSTAINABILITY 
Every year at Tatsfield, children take part in 
‘Enrichment Week’. This is a week of 
learning based on a whole school theme and 
this year the children focussed on 
‘sustainability’. Every class teacher led a 
project with their own class and then 
children spent time in each class with their house teams to take part in a separate 
project.   

Children took part in art, music and teambuilding activities and enjoyed the chance to 
work with children in different year groups. One of the activities led by Mrs Colegate 
resulted in a pupil being awarded a regional prize as part of a competition led by 
Southern Water. Children had to create an animal that would have environmental impact 
and help save the planet. 

The PTA kindly supported a special visit from a VIP guest in the middle of Enrichment 
Week – Montel Douglas (Fire, the Gladiator) spoke to the children about resilience and 
challenge and following dreams and aspirations. It was an inspiring visit! 

The end of the week culminated in a dance performance on our school field with an 
audience of hundreds of parents, grandparents and family members! The dance 
performance incorporated songs and music about our planet, the environment, recycling 
and showcased the voice of David Attenborough, who celebrated his 100th birthday this 
year. 
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ST MARY’S MATTERS 
SUNDAY SERVICES Our main Sunday service with hymns is at 10am followed by 
refreshments in the Millennium Hall. All are welcome.  On Sunday 2nd August we 
welcome back Revd David Butlin, one of our visiting Clergy prior to the arrival of Curate 
Revd Debra Elsdon. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND  Please contact Revd Debra at 
curate.lttm@gmail.com 

 
PERSONAL PRAYER REQUESTS  We would love to support you in prayer. 
Please add your request to the Prayer Request Book near the Baptism 
Font, or email stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com. 
 

LIFE EVENTS  For enquiries regarding baptisms, weddings, funerals, burials and the 
interment of ashes please contact stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com. 
 

ST MARY’S SUNDAY TEAS  Our ever-popular Teas season is underway on Sundays from 
3pm to 5pm in the Millennium Hall and continues until the end of September. Visitors 
old and new are all very welcome to join us and enjoy delicious cake with tea or coffee. 
 

5PM SUNDAY ‘POP IN AND PRAY’  A new offering of a short service of prayer following 
Sunday Teas on 2nd August, 6th September, and 27th September, for anyone who wishes 
to come along. 
 
10AM FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER – ST MARY’S TATSFIELD ANNUAL GOLF SOCIETY DAY   
Please join us at the Parkwood Club Tatsfield TN16 2EJ, a beautiful 18-hole course on the 
picturesque Surrey Hills. We begin at 10am with a choice of bacon, sausage or egg roll 
and a chance to chat and meet other people. We tee off from 11am for 18 holes followed 
by a one course lunch. Cost is £60 with a deposit of £15 payable upon booking. A raffle 
will follow prize giving with any profits shared by The Chartwell Cancer Trust and St 
Mary’s (towards the upkeep of our ancient Pilgrim Church dating from around 1075). 
Please contact Marjory Broughton on 07790 241070, or marjorybroughton@gmail.com 
to register or for any queries. Kindly have your handicaps available when booking. 
 

11AM - 12.30PM THURSDAYS IN AUGUST ‘FOREST CHURCH’ AT ST MARYS  A new series 
of outdoor opportunities in August for families to explore nature and discover Bible 
stories in a fun and engaging way whilst making new friends. We begin 6th August with 
‘Paths and Journeys’. See the poster in this edition or register at   
forestchurchtatsfied@gmail.com. 
 

7.30PM SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER – AUTUMN CHARITY MUSIC CONCERT  Join us at 
St Mary’s for this concert featuring varied genres of wonderful live music from talented 
local performers. Tickets £12 (including a complimentary drink and refreshments) from 
chrishancock12@outlook.com  (07957 273225) or marjorybroughton@gmail.com 

mailto:stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com
mailto:stmoffice.lttm@btinternet.com
mailto:marjorybroughton@gmail.com
mailto:forestchurchtatsfied@gmail.com
mailto:hancock12@outlook.com
mailto:marjorybroughton@gmail.com


 33 

(07790 241070). Proceeds to Chartwell Cancer Trust and the upkeep of St Mary’s 
Tatsfield. 
 

CHURCHYARD TEAM  Rain hampered our June session, with some volunteers braving the 
elements and others waiting a few days. The path and patio around the Millennium Hall 
were weeded and we added more seed to the wildflower area. Five graves were levelled 
in the new extension and we were able to rake the soil and sow grass seed. A Rowan tree 
was planted on the bank near the old cremation plots which will further enhance this 
area with colourful leaves and berries in the Autumn. Later in the month we welcomed 
Tatsfield in Bloom members who planted up our hanging baskets with six installed in the 
churchyard. Our Volunteers meet again on Saturday 1st August at 10am.  David Gulley 
 
DONATIONS TO WESTERHAM FOODBANK  We continue to support our local community 
in need during these hard financial times through this Foodbank and will visit on 30th July. 
Any non-perishable food can be left in the Narthex at St Mary’s opening times below. To 
check what items are most urgently needed or to make a monetary donation please visit 
https://www.visitwesterham.org.uk/westerhams-foodbank.  Thanks for your continued 
support.  Hilary Vale 01959 577864 
 

OXTED BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP  Bereaved people are welcome on their own 
or with a friend to chat, share experiences and discuss ways of coping. Trained volunteers 
are on hand for emotional and bereavement support. 1pm-3pm Thursdays 15th & 30th 
July, and 13th & 27th August at Oxted United Reform Church 21 Bluehouse Lane, RH8 0AA.         
 

HIRE OF THE MILLENNIUM HALL  Looking 
for a well-equipped venue for your 
event? Our Millennium Hall is available 
for bookings. Sheila Cook (01959 
577443) 

 
VISIT US  Our ancient pretty church is open 9am–4.30pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays for viewing, prayer or reflection. You can also enjoy 
splendid views over the Downs from the Churchyard. Built around 1075 our church has 
a long, proud Pilgrim history and we continue to welcome those travelling the Pilgrim’s 
Way today.  
 
FOLLOW US  Our website is at www.lttm.org.uk/stmarys where you’ll find more 
information about St Mary’s and has a link to our weekly Notice Sheet. You can also 
follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Marys-
Tatsfield/61584833041098/ 

 
ST MARY’S CONTACTS 

Our contacts are detailed near the front of this magazine and on our website 
www.lttm.org.uk/stmarys 

https://www.visitwesterham.org.uk/westerhams-foodbank
http://www.lttm.org.uk/stmarys
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Marys-Tatsfield/61584833041098/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Marys-Tatsfield/61584833041098/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Marys-Tatsfield/61584833041098/
http://www.lttm.org.uk/stmarys
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REGULAR TATSFIELD EVENTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Sun 9.30 am 

10.00 am 

Yoga with Lexy, VH 

Church service – StM                                                                                 

Mon 9.30 am 
9.30 am 

1.30 pm 

7.00 pm 

8.15 pm 

Tots on Top – CH 
Shape and Tone with Gary - WIH 

Bridge Club – WIH 

Art Group – VH [Term time] 

Bingo – TVC 
Tue 1.00 pm 

2.00pm 

2.30 pm  

4.00pm 

7.00 pm 
6.15 pm 

Not So Young Club (2nd Tuesday of the month) WIH 

Cosy Crafters, Sheree’s Store and Tea Rooms 

WI Meeting (1st Tuesday of the month) WIH 

Paracise VH 

Scouts and Explorers – SH 
Barré with Fi - VH 

Wed 9.00am 

10.30 am 

2-4 pm 
6.00 pm 

6.00pm 

6.30pm 

7.30pm 
7.30 pm  

Mat Pilates with Emily, WIH 

WI Pop In – WIH 

Composting Site OPEN 
Shape and Tone with Gary – WIH 

Over 8s Jujitsu, SH 

Latin Fusion Dance Fitness for Adults, TPS 

Adults Jujitsu, SH 
Yoga – VH                                                                                                     

Thu 9.30 am 

9.30 am 

2.00 pm  

6.00 pm 
6.15pm 

7.30 pm 

7.30 pm 

7.30pm 
8.00 pm 

Yoga with Lexy, StM 

Shape and Tone with Gary, WIH 

Scrabble at AMB (2nd Thursday of the month) 

Over 8s Judo – SH 
Barré with Fi, VH 

Adults (14+) Judo - SH 

Tatsfield Singers - TPS 

Mat Pilates with Emily, WIH 
Table Tennis – VH 

Fri 9.30 am 

10.00am  

1.30 pm 

4.15-
6.15pm 

8.00 pm 

Combat Fitness - SH                       

Mat Pilates with Emily, WIH 

Short Mat Bowls –VH 

Boom Arts Academy – VH 
Various classes – contact for details 

Badminton Club - VH 

 Sat 9.00 am 

10.00am 
10.15 am 

Under 8s Judo – SH 

Composting Site OPEN 10am-12pm 
Over 8s Judo - SH 

 
Venues: AMB - Aileen McHugo Building • CGA - Community Games Area • MH - Millennium Hall • 

SH - Scout Hut • StM - St. Mary’s Church • TACG – Tatsfield Allotments & Community Garden • TVC 

- Tatsfield Village Club • TPS - Tatsfield Primary School • VH - Village Hall • WIH - Women’s Institute 
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Home of Tatsfield Horticultural Society 

Our new website address is tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk  

https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
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Tatsfield Gardening Club  

Whether you have a sprawling garden or just a single windowsill pot, the Tatsfield 

Gardening Club invites you to join our growing community. We are a friendly group 

of villagers committed to making Tatsfield a greener, more beautiful place to live.  

 

We’re dedicated to promoting the knowledge, interest, and enjoyment of 

gardening. Founded around 1910, the Club is managed by local volunteers whose 

expertise ranges from complete beginners to experienced horticulturalists.  

Full details of all our events, hints and tips on how to enter one of our shows, 

composting and allotment news can be found on our website 

https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk 

For anyone who does not use the internet and would like to know more about 
how to enter a show or find out about our events, please contact any of the 
following - 
 
Chair: Jon Allbutt 07712 196406 

Show Secretary: Carol Gaskell 07815 775859 

Membership Secretary: Sarah Geoghegan 07904 479997 

https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
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Events for 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Details are subject to alteration - please check nearer the time in the Parish 
Magazine or on the website tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk  
 
Natural First Aid 
Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.30pm in the WI Hall. 
 
A talk by Elaine Roberts on the four main plants she uses in her basic kit. Elaine 
will bring ready made kits plus individual items for members to buy if they wish. 
Tea and cake available for small contribution on the door. 
 
Autumn Show 
Saturday 12th September  at 3.00pm in the Village Hall  
 
Plants for Free 
Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7.30pm in the WI Hall 
 
A talk and demonstration by Jon Allbutt on how to take hardwood cuttings. Tea 
and cake available for small contribution on the door. 
 
AGM 
Wednesday 25th November 2026 at 7.30pm in the WI Hall 
Refreshments and nibbles will be available and all welcome. 
 
 

 

https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
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Membership  

Membership can be started and / or renewed in January 
2027 at the cost of £8 per household and completely 
free for seniors, although a small donation is always 
welcome. 

Benefits 

Access to all our events: Spring and Autumn shows, plant sales, evening talks 
with expert demonstrations and annual trips to RHS Wisley. 
 
Composting: Access to our award-winning Community Composting Scheme in 
Approach Road. 
 
Community Spirit: Support village initiatives like "Tatsfield in Bloom”, allotments 
and the local community composting scheme. 
 
A 10% discount at Knights Garden Centres in Chelsham and Woldingham. 
Current members can use their existing discount card until the end of the year.  

50% discount on all seeds from Thompson and Morgan and 20% on all other live 
products, in 2025/26. 

Discounted entry to RHS gardens. 

How to Join: 

Please contact the Membership Secretary Sarah Geoghegan via email 
membershipths@gmail.com or mobile 07904 479997. 

Payments can be made to the Coop Bank - Account No: 65516610 
                                                                      Sort Code: 08 92 99 
quoting your name and address to help identify your payment.  
 
Your membership card will then be emailed to you. 
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Community Composting Scheme 

 

Tatsfield Composting Site is growing thanks to your fantastic support — but with 
continued success comes increased demand! 

So don’t throw away your garden waste… bring it to us and help turn your hedge 
trimmings, grass mowings, woody and twiggy branches into valuable compost 

for the community.  
 
 
These are the new Heavy 
Duty Compost bins purchased 
as part of the grant from our 
previous County Councillor 
Becky Rush. 
 
 
 

 
The composting site is open  
Saturday 10.00am -12.00 noon and every  
Wednesday 2.00pm - 4.00pm from April to September. 
Costs for our award-winning Black Gold will be £4.00 for a wheelbarrow load or 
you can fill your own bag for £2.00. 
 
 
Tatsfield Allotments 
 
Tatsfield allotments are 
located on Approach Road 
just West of the village 
centre. There are over 60 
plots and, nearly all are 
rented by local people. A 
small plot is 4.5m x 4.5m 
and a large one is 10m x 
10m.  If you are interested 
in renting a plot when one 
becomes available please 
contact Alan Armitage on 
07899 725944. 
 
Prices are £30 for a small plot, £35 for half a plot and £60 for a full plot.  
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Autumn Show 2026  
 
Section A: Vegetables - Jon Allbutt  

President’s Challenge Cup - most points in sections A,B,C and D.  

Club Challenge Cup - most points in Section A. 

Ron Draper Award - best exhibit in Section A  

Allotment Trophy - best exhibit in class 19 

Tony Erbes Cup - best exhibit in classes 5, 6 and 7 

 
1: Five runner beans - one variety. 

2: Five French beans - one variety. 

3: Three beetroot - one variety. 

4: Four potatoes - one variety. 

5: Four onions - one variety. 

6: A rope of onions - of at least 8 onions. 

7: Twelve shallots - pickling, maximum 30mm diameter. 

8: Three root vegetables of one variety from the following parsnip, carrot, 

beetroot. 

9: Two cabbages - one variety. 

10: One winter squash. 

11: Three courgettes - one variety, maximum 15.5cm in length. 

12: Five spinach or chard leaves with stalks, displayed in a clear vase;  

exhibitor to provide vase. 

13: Five tomatoes - one variety, over 35mm diameter; displayed on sand on 

exhibitor's own plate. 

14: Ten tomatoes - one variety, cherry or small, less than 35mm diameter; 

displayed on sand on exhibitor's own plate. 

15: Two lettuces - one variety. 

16: Two cucumbers - one variety. 

17: Six stems of culinary herbs vase provided. 

18: A culinary herb grown in a pot - maximum pot size 20.5cm). 
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19: A basket or box (maximum 61cm x 61cm) of 5 different fruits or vegetables 

grown on the Tatsfield Allotments. All exhibits must comply with the 

specified class lists. 

20: A basket or box (maximum 61cm x 61cm) of 5 different fruits or vegetables 

NOT grown on the Tatsfield Allotments. All exhibits must comply with the 

specified class lists. 

21: Two sweet peppers - one variety. 

22: Sweet corn - two cobs. 

23: Any other vegetable not specified above. 

24: One runner bean - judged on length. 

25: One potato - judged on weight. 

26: One onion - judged on weight. 

27: One marrow - judged on weight. 

28: A Vegetable Disaster - points do not count towards trophies. 

 
 
Section B: Flowers - Jon Allbutt 

Elizabeth Challenge Cup - most points in this section 

Harry Shrubb Memorial Trophy - best exhibit in the dahlia classes 

Special Award - Knight’s vouchers, £20 for 1st prize and £10 for 2nd prize, 

kindly donated by Knight’s Garden Centre Woldingham 

+All entries in these classes are to be displayed in the vases provided at the 
show. 
 
29: +Three roses - one or more varieties. 

30: +Three roses - any type, in bud, half-open, and fully open. 

31: +One specimen rose - any variety. 

32: Three dahlias - one or more varieties. 

33: +Five pompom dahlias up to 5cm in diameter. 

34: +Three ball dahlias - one variety, any size. 

35: +Three early flowering chrysanthemums - any variety. 

36: +Three stems of spray chrysanthemums - any variety. 

37:  Five marigolds - any variety. 



 

8 

38:  Five sweet peas - any variety. 

39:  A dish of six fuchsia blooms (displayed on sand). 

40: +Vase of annual flowers. 

41: +Vase of flowers chosen specifically for fragrance. 

42:  One specimen bloom. 

43:  Largest annual sunflower head - judged on width. 

44: +Vase of mixed garden flowers - shrubs excluded, minimum 5 stems 

maximum 10 stems (Knight’s Garden Centre Award). 

 
 
Section C: Pot Plants - Jon Allbutt 

(Note: All pots must not exceed 25cm in diameter) 

 

45: One foliage or flowering pot plant. 

46: One cactus or succulent container. 

47: One geranium. 

48: One fuchsia. 
 
 
Section D: Fruit - Jon Allbutt 

 

49: Three dessert apples - one variety. 

50: Three culinary apples - one variety. 

51: A dish of 10 raspberries - one variety. 

52: A dish of any soft fruit other than raspberries (e.g., redcurrants, 

blackcurrants, whitecurrants, blackberries, loganberries). 

53: Any other fruit not listed in this schedule. 

54: A basket of fruit - with at least 3 different types of fruit. 

55: One dessert apple (judged purely on taste). 
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Section E: Flower Arrangement - Marie Shallcross 

McHugo Trophy - most points in this section 

Clark Cup - best exhibit in section E 

Exhibitors in this section may, if they wish, offer an item for sale by displaying it’s 

price. 

 
62: "The Village Green" – A natural, meadow-style arrangement using grasses, 

wildflowers, and foliage. 

63: "Equinox" – An arrangement using a sharp contrast of light and dark blooms 

to represent day and night. 

64: "The Local Pub" – A rustic arrangement presented in an unconventional 

container (e.g., beer stein, tankard, or cider jug). 

66: "Kitchen Comforts" – An arrangement presented in an everyday kitchen 

container (e.g., vintage tin, mug, or jug). 

 
 
Section F: Crafts - Carol Gaskell 

Slatter Trophy - most points in this section 

Craft items can be interpreted in any medium as long as those materials 

stipulated are included.  

Exhibitors in this section may, if they wish, offer an item for sale by displaying it’s 

price.  

 
67: A handmade garden gnome. 

68: A handmade piece of jewellery. 

69: An autumnal door wreath. 

 
 
Section G: Art - Carol Gaskell 

Peter Warner Trophy - most points in this section 

If possible please remove all glass from exhibits prior to bringing to the show. 

Unless specified, the medium used to interpret this title is up to the artist 
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Exhibitors in this section may, if they wish, offer an item for sale by displaying it’s 

price.  

 
70: A Splash of Colour  

71: My Happy Place 

72: In Flight 

73: A Portrait in Pencil 

 

Section H: Photography - Carol Gaskell 

Jeff Bloxham Trophy - most points in this section. 

All exhibits to be mounted or framed, print size max 25.5cm’ x 20.5cm’. If a 

photograph is framed it should be capable of being hung. If possible please 

remove all glass from exhibits prior to bringing to the show. Entrants may include 

a title. A smart phone may be used. 

Exhibitors in this section may, if they wish, offer an item for sale by displaying it’s 

price.  

 
74: Reflection 

75: Morning mists and cobwebs. 

76: Tatsfield lanes and paths. 

77: Community in action. 

 
Section I: Domestic - Peter Maynard 

Tom Black Cup - most points in this section 

 
78: A jar of jam. 

79: A jar of jelly. 

80: A loaf of sourdough bread - bread maker can be used - recipe of your 

choice. 

81: Plot to Plate - fruit or vegetable displayed alongside a cooked dish utilising 

that ingredient. 

82: Shortbread biscuits - Fair Trade Products where possible. 

83: Gluten free Chocolate and Raspberry Brownies - recipe below  
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Gluten-free Chocolate and Raspberry Brownies 

Prep 10 mins, Cook 40 mins 
 
 
Ingredients 
 
200g/7oz dark chocolate, broken into chunks 

100g/4oz milk chocolate, broken into chunks 

250g pack salted butter 

400g/14oz light soft brown sugar 

4 large eggs 

140g/5oz gluten-free plain flour 

50g/2oz cocoa powder 

200g/7oz raspberries 

 
 
1. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line a 20 x 30cm baking tin with 

parchment.  

2. Put the chocolate, butter and sugar in a pan and gently melt, stirring 
occasionally with a wooden spoon. Remove from the heat. 

3. Stir the eggs, one by one, into the melted chocolate mix. Sieve over the flour 
and cocoa, and stir in. Stir in half the raspberries, scrape into the tin, then 
scatter over the remaining raspberries. Bake on the middle shelf for 30 mins 
or, if you prefer a firmer texture, for 5 mins more. Cool before slicing into 15 
squares. 

Store in an airtight container for up to 3 days. 

 
Per Square 389 kcals, protein 5g, carbs 44g, fat 22g, sat fat 13g, fibre 2g, sugar 
38g, salt 0.4g 
 
Recipe from BBC Good Food 
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Section J: Juniors 11 and under - Hilary Schultess-Young 

The Tatsfield School Cup - most points in this section.  

Please state age on entry form. Any craft materials are acceptable e.g. wood, 

clay, plastic and cardboard waste. 

 
93: A bird feeder made out of recycled materials. 

94: An animal themed collage made from gathered autumn leaves. 

95: Four decorated fairy cakes. 
Entrants aged between 12 to 18 years inclusive are encouraged to put their 

entry in to the adult section.  

N.B. One of the Committee members at the start of the category will be the 

person to contact if you have any questions over the entries in that particular 

section. Contact details can be found on our website. 

 

tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk 
 

 
 

Help our Gardening Club grow! 
 
Our friendly committee is looking for new volunteers to help organise our 
upcoming events. You do not need a green thumb or expert knowledge - just an 
enthusiasm for our community. We meet every few months in a very relaxed, 
informal setting. If you want to share your ideas and help shape the next year, 
please get in touch with one of us.  
 
Contact details can be found on our website tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk 

https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
https://tatsfieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
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UPCOMING EVENTS – VILLAGE AND BEYOND 
 

JULY 
Every Sun 3.00pm Summer Sunday Teas, StM 
11th Sat 7.30pm Oxted & Limpsfield Music Society Concert, Hazelwood School 
13th Mon 8.00pm Parish Council Meeting, AMB 
17th Fri tbc Claire Coutinho MP, Tatsfield Surgery, venue tbc 
20th Mon 3.30pm Tandridge Local Plan, Tatsfield Consultation Event, AMB 
12th – 15th various Calamity Jane, Kenley Holiday Workshop, Barn Theatre 
 
AUGUST 
Every Sun 3.00pm Summer Sunday Teas, StM 
1st Sat 10.00am Churchyard Tidy Up, StM 
2nd Sun 5.00pm Pop in and Pray, StM 
4th Tue 2.30pm “What is the Point of Wasps?” WIH 
6th Thu 11.00am Forest Church, StM 
13th Thu 11.00am Forest Church, StM 
20th Thu 11.00am Forest Church, StM 
27th Thu 11.00am Forest Church, StM 
31st Mon 12.00pm Hospice in the Weald Summer Fete, Chevening House 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Every Sun 3.00pm Summer Sunday Teas, StM 
4th Fri 7.30pm Alice present The Sounds of Smokie, Barn Theatre 
5th Sat 7.45pm Slade UK, Barn Theatre 
6th Sun 5.00pm Pop in and Pray, StM 
8th Tue 7.30pm Natural First Aid (Gardening Club), WIH 
11th Fri 7.30pm Flash, A Tribute to Queen, Barn Theatre 
12th Sat 7.45pm Oxted Comedy Night, Barn Theatre 
19th Sat 7.45pm The Ultimate Elvis Experience, Barn Theatre 
24th Thu 7.45pm Andy Fairweather Low & The Low Riders, Barn Theatre 
25th Fri 7.45pm Bruce Juice, Barn Theatre 
26th Sat 7.30pm Autumn Charity Concert, StM 
26th sat 7.45pm Classic Rock Revival, Barn Theatre 
27th Sun 5.00pm Pop in and Pray, StM 
10th Thu tbc Musical Bingo Night, Ye Olde Ship 
12th Sat 3.00pm Tatsfield Gardening Club Autumn Show, VH 
14th Mon 8.00pm Parish Council Meeting, AMB 
18th Fri 10.00am St Mary’s Annual Golf Society Day, Parkwood Golf Club 
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TATSFIELD WI 
Tatsfield WI meets on the first Tuesday of each month in the WI Hall, 
Paynesfield Road. 

Our speaker for June told us part two 
of the story of a young woman from the Weald of Kent 
who served during the war as a driver and when sent to 
collect some returning POWs she met a dashing 
wounded pilot. Needless to say romance blossomed and 
she and the one legged young man first ran a pub and 
later lived their family dream of running a smallholding 

near Maidstone. That’s where the ‘pigs’ from the stle of the talk Potholes, Pigs and 
Paradise came in. A really heartwarming and funny aternoon’s entertainment made all 
the more engaging when we learnt that our speaker, Penny, is a proud child of that 
couple, born in the pub and brought up on the pig farm. 

Next month on Tuesday 7th July from 2.30 until 4pm we will enjoy a Garden Party 
meeting chez Cartwright, who have been our hosts before at their lovely home. 

On Tuesday 4th August, we will tackle the thorny question “What is the point of wasps?” 

Don’t forget, everyone is invited to come along for a cup of coffee or tea and a friendly 
chat every Wednesday morning between 10.30 and 12 in the WI Hall in Paynesfield Road. 
A great way to meet and catch up with other village residents – anyone of any age is 
welcome. So, if you are new to the village or lived here for a while and you are passing, 
please do just “Pop In”. 

I would also like to remind you that our WI Hall is a conveniently local, warm (new 
radiators just installed) and bright venue available to hire at very reasonable rates for a 
meeting, family party or celebration, please just give us a call on 01959 577684 to find 
out more. 

Susan Smale 01959 577660 

 
TATSFIELD 100 CLUB 
Congratulations to the winners of the Tatsfield PFA 100 Club for April 2026:  

1st Prize Tom Ellis £42.00 
2nd Prize Craig Seamons £28.00 
3rd Prize Michael Wiggins £14.00 

Thank you for supporting sport the Tatsfield Cricket Club. If you know of anyone who 
wishes to join the 100 Club (for a modest £6 per month), or if you would like additional 
numbers, then please contact me at leames200@gmail.com. 

Les Eames 

mailto:leames200@gmail.com
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TATSFIELD IN BLOOM 
We have finally planted up all of our summer plants, including helping with 
the hanging baskets at the Church last Saturday.   

Most of the plants have been grown on by us from tiny plug plants and we are very happy 
that we have been able to do this which cuts down on cost, makes us more sustainable 
and is thoroughly enjoyable for the volunteers. The plants will grow dramatically over 
the summer with the aid of the volunteers who have filled up the watering rota until 

September. Many thanks to those 
who have volunteered for this. 

Over the last few weeks you will 
have noticed that we have cleared 
the Tatol bed which is being 
redesigned and rebuilt by the 
Parish Council in July. This will be 

taken back from the corner in the hope that the large lorries will 
not drive over it in the future. All the shrubs have been taken to 
the polytunnel where we have potted them up and will take care 
of them until the new bed is ready for replanting. Many of the 
heucheras and shrubs have been split and all have taken well. 
These will be used to increase our planting of perennials around 

the village and at the school in the Autumn. 

If you would like to make a donation towards the displays in the village, please use the 
yellow pots in Sheree’s shop, The Old Ship or The Village Club. Alternatively, please 
donate direct to TIB: Tatsfield in Bloom    A/c No:   65383694      Sort Code:   08-92-99; 
Or send them to me at 12 Shipfield Close, Tatsfield, TN16 2AU 

Many thanks for your continued support. 
Jill Hancock (577622/07711 417387) (jillhancock12@gmail.com) 
 

mailto:jillhancock12@gmail.com
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TAG: WE’RE ALL GOING ON A SUMMER HOLIDAY………. 
Many thanks to all the Tatsfielders and friends who have supported our art group this 
year. We appreciate all your interest and continuing purchases when you visit the pub 
and Sheree’s. Our exhibition this year was our best to date for both visitors and sales. 
We will aim to better that next May. Artists outside our group are welcome to join for 
that occasion if we have space. 

We are now planning for next year. As usual we will meet from 7-9:30pm on Monday 
evenings from September and welcome new members at any time. If you want to pop in 
and see if we would suit you your first 2 sessions are free. Please contact me on 
07815775859 if you need any more information. 

We support the horticultural shows held twice yearly by Tatsfield Gardening Club. The 
first is on 12th September. If you are drawing or painting over the summer break, please 
consider entering the following classes: 

1.  A Splash of Colour 
2.  My Happy Place 
3.  In Flight 
4.  A Portrait in Pencil 

The insert in this magazine gives you all the entry details.  Carol Gaskell  

 
 
STEP INSIDE CHEVENING: SUMMER FETE FOR HOSPICE IN THE WEALD 
Enjoy a rare opportunity to explore the beautiful private gardens of Chevening House, 
near Sevenoaks, at a special Summer Fête hosted by Hospice in the Weald. The exclusive 
event, which takes place from 12-5pm on Monday 31st August, offers visitors rare access 
to one of Kent’s most historic and picturesque private estates, while helping to raise vital 
funds for Hospice in the Weald. 

The stunning pleasure grounds of the Earls Stanhope, today run by the Chevening Trust 
without reliance on public funding, are characterised by lawns and wooded walks around 
an ornamental lake. 

With live music and family friendly garden games, guests are invited to bring a picnic to 
make the most of the afternoon. There will be artisan stalls offering goods from local 
makers and producers, along with a host of delicious refreshments available, including 
local ice cream and a Pimm's tent. 

All proceeds raised go directly to Hospice in the Weald, which provides free care and 
support to those facing life-limiting illness when they need it most. 

Well behaved dogs on leads are welcome and there is ample free parking available on 
site. 

Advance tickets are £12.50 for adults, £2.50 for children over five, and £25 for a family 
ticket. To book, visit hospiceintheweald.org.uk. 

http://hospiceintheweald.org.uk/
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THE TATSFIELD GARDENER IN JULY AND AUGUST 
The accuracy of weather forecasting seems to be much improved lately and looking at 
the medium term forecast www.weather.metoffice.gov.uk it looks as if we are in for a 
dryish period, often hot, with a risk of heavy rain/thunderstorms at times. There are ways 
we can do some storm protection for some plants by checking that taller plants are 
supported, ensuring planted containers are well watered, this can double the weight and 
reduce the risk of them being blown over, good for the plants too! 

I remember as a young gardening apprentice being told that a good vegetable gardener 
should be able to harvest something from the garden at any time of the year including 
Christmas Day, now there is a challenge!! The trick, I was told is, in August/September, 
to make sure that you sow seeds of quick growing vegetables such as lettuce (Little Gem 
is a good one), mixed salad leaves, leafy kale, annual leaf spinach, spring onions, radish, 
carrots (stump rooted are best for late sowings). Sow in rows or scatter the seed in any 
spare space you find, especially if it is where you have recently harvested another crop. 
You can also do this in containers or even in spaces between plants in a border. So, if you 
are looking for something to keep your children busy during the holidays, why not pop 
down to our local garden centres and buy some seed for them to sow and watch them 
grow into food! 

I have noticed some 
conflicting advice being 
given about what to do 
with your area of 
meadow/wild flower at 
this time of the year. I 
think this is due to some 
folk wanting their wild 
area looking more neat 
and tidy and this may 
conflict with the need to ensure the wild flowers have had time to produce seed. 
Distributing wild flower seed is an essential part of establishing a successful wild flower 
area, over time as some wild flowers take several years to mature and flower. If you are 
patient and wait for the seeds to ripen; a good tip is to squeeze the seed pod, if it feels 
dry and hard, and is splitting, it is ripe and ready for sowing; July/August is a very good 
time to check and then cut the area. Traditionally a wild flower area was cut with a 
scythe, hard work and time consuming! The modern approach is to use a strimmer, the 
vegetation should fall to the ground where it is left to finish drying off and allow the 
seeds to be distributed. Finally rake it all up – this also scatters more seed – and put it on 
the compost heap or, if you have the space, stack it in a heap and watch it turn into 
compost, remember to turn it regularly for aeration, a vital ingredient in decomposition. 

Some early flowering shrubs and climbers should be growing strongly now to produce 
the stems needed for next years flowering. Some really vigorous plants (Wisteria and 

Messy wildflowers, courtesy of a messy Tatsfield gardener! 

http://www.weather.metoffice.gov.uk/
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Roses) can produce long wavy stems that can be a nuisance, especially when wet, these 
might need cutting back if there is no room to tie them in. Tying them in is the best 
approach here as to cut them all away is to remove next year’s flower! 

If your roses are looking poorly, not growing well, lots of old flower heads but no flower, 
it is time to give them a wake-up call! Prune old flowering wood down by half, remove 
any weak shoots, give them a dressing of rose fertiliser, tomato fertiliser also works, 
water thoroughly if dry. New growth should start in a few weeks and provide you with a 
late show of flower until late in the season. 

Jon Allbutt 

 

WILDLIFE GARDENING TIPS FOR SUMMER 
Wildlife is a fantastic addition to any garden, providing 
plenty of entertainment and animation, and a very helpful 
level of pest control; birds are especially excellent at 
keeping the bugs at bay, not to mention curbing the spider 
population. And if you have children around, wildlife can 
be a welcome distraction away from screen-time. So there 
are many benefits in having a healthy garden ecosystem, 
but in the summer the one essential ingredient we are 
short of up here on the hill is a wildlife water supply. It’s 
true that the ducks on the green are doing ok but for 
everything else from the bugs to the badgers, water will be 
in short supply. And for your garden birds, the one must-
have item if you don’t have a pond is a birdbath, even if it’s just a plant-pot saucer of 
water on the lawn or patio. Of course, a birdbath provides a well needed thirst quencher, 
but birds desperately need to bathe to maintain their feathers and for hygiene, so you 
may spot a grateful queue lining up for a dip. And for the smaller mini-beasts in your 
garden; they’re not going to survive a gruelling trek to Westmore Green for a drink, so 
the kind and compassionate thing to do is to put a dish of water out in the garden, just 
as you would for a pet. 

A friend asked if I could write a piece on rats, and TBH I was a bit stumped until I spotted 
a piece on Tatsfield Talk suggesting that DIY rat poison was a good solution to rats in the 
garden. This is a terrible idea partly because its cruel and partly because it is almost 
certainly illegal. Oh, and your neighbours may hate you forever if you inadvertently kill 
their pet cat if it snacks on a poisoned rodent. We all know rat numbers multiply like 
crazy and in the summer, they can become a real nuisance as they come looking for the 
food and shelter they know they can find around us. And despite being quite clean 
animals, they can pass on some very horrible diseases. So, they need to be dealt with. Of 
course, the first thing to check is why they are visiting in the first place, and if they’ve 
found a food source, try to eliminate it before doing anything else. Cats are an obviously 
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excellent solution but if that’s not amenable then I believe you can deter rats with 
various natural repellents such as peppermint, clove or eucalyptus oil. However, if rats 
are already present then they need to be trapped and disposed of, and I’ve had quite a 
bit of experience of this having worked at a farm. DIY poison traps are a no-no because 
of the likelihood of unintended consequences of another animal (eg cat, dog, fox, badger, 
red kite, magpie, etc) coming along and eating either the remains of the rat or finding 
some left-over poison and ending up poisoned too. It is important to know that you can 
be fined or imprisoned if you cause unnecessary harm to any animal, so poison is as risky 
as it is inhumane. You can, of course, hire professional pest control but otherwise I’ve 
found the best traps are the battery powered ones readily available on the internet. You 
bait them with a little food and when the rats investigate, they get an immediate and 
lethal electric shock. I have also tried the humane traps that catch rats live but then 
you’re left with an angry rat to deal with (rather you than me). I would, however, add 
that rats get a very bad press, most of which is undeserved, so if they’re not actually a 
problem, they deserve to live too. 

Slightly interesting fact of the month…… Birdbaths can turn an unsightly/unpleasant 
green in the summer sun and this can be either unsightly, or counter-productive in 
providing a healthy water supply. I had heard that putting a single copper coin in can 
prevent rampant algae from taking over. This seemed a bit questionable so I’ve checked 
it and was surprised to hear that it’s a trick approved both by vets and the RSPB. 
Apparently older copper coins are better because of a higher percentage of copper. Every 
day’s a school day!    Jim Kenney 

 

  

IMAGES OF TATSFIELD 
FEATURED PAINTING - THE COCOLITH 

Painted by Carol Gaskell, owned locally. 
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TOP FAIRTRADE PRODUCTS 
Ever wondered what are the most common Fairtrade items that ensure 
farmers and workers receive fair wages, safe working conditions and 
community development premiums? Here are the top six: 

Coffee: One of the most widely available Fairtrade items, ensuring small-scale coffee 
growers receive a stable minimum price. 

Cocoa & Chocolate: Sourced predominantly from West Africa and Latin 
America, supporting ethical farming practices against child labour. 

Bananas: Highly visible in supermarkets, guaranteeing living wages for 
plantation workers and small-scale farmers. 

Tea: Available in multiple varieties (black, green, organic), sourced from 
estates where workers have access to Fairtrade premium funds. 

Sugar: Traded globally, ensuring sugarcane farmers in developing countries receive fair 
deals and sustainability support. 

Cotton: Found in clothing and home textiles, guaranteeing price stability and safe 
handling for cottons farmers 

Our local village store Sheree’s Stores stocks 
Fairtrade. Look out for the logo on products on the 
shelves including rice, coffee, biscuits and hot 
chocolate.   

If you want to take more action please go to 
Fairtrade.org.uk and sign the petition to the UK 
Government to protect human rights, collaborate for 
change and honour their international climate finance 
commitment. Look for the Fairtrade option in your 

weekly shop to make a positive difference. “Together we can brew it fair.” 

Tatsfield Fairtrade Group 
tatsfieldfairtradevillage.weebly.com 
Facebook.com/tatsfieldfairtrade 
tatsfieldfairtradegroup@gmail.com 
  

TATSFIELD HISTORY PROJECT 
Would you be interested in taking part in the Tatsfield History Project? We’re a 
small, informal group and you may have some fresh ideas on what we should be 

doing. If so, please get in touch. Ian Mitchell 
Email: tatsfield.history@talk21.com     Tel: 577376 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/tatsfieldhistoryproject/ 
 

mailto:tatsfieldfairtradegroup@gmail.com
mailto:tatsfield.history@talk21.com
https://e-voice.org.uk/tatsfieldhistoryproject/
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THE NIGHT SKY IN TATSFIELD – JULY AND AUGUST 2026 

The July evening sky has gone from a rash of planets to just one, although perhaps 
brilliant Venus makes up for the others. The “Evening Star”, as we can currently refer to 
it, is visible low down (around 10° high) close to the west throughout July although it 
begins to lose height later in the month. It’s best to look 30 to 45 minutes after sunset, 
so around 10pm at the start and 9:30pm at the end of the month. 

There are three big astronomical events in August, the biggest being a partial eclipse of 
the Sun on Wednesday 12th August in the late afternoon and early evening. Please note 
you will need a very good west-north-west horizon to see the end of the event. 

The eclipse begins at 6:18pm when the body of the Moon will begin to encroach onto 
the Sun’s disk from the west (the right). At that time the Sun will be due west with an 
altitude of approximately 20°. Gradually more of the Sun will be obscured with a 
progressively smaller and smaller crescent remaining until at 7:13pm maximum eclipse 
occurs as 91.4% of our star is covered. By then the Sun will be just 10° high and a little 
north-west of west. The Moon then gradually retreats with the event ending at 8:07pm 
as it finally leaves the Sun’s disk. At that time, it will be just 2½° in altitude in the WNW.  

I must discuss safety here because using any form of optical aid to view the Sun will result 
in serious eye damage or even blindness. This is because not only is the visible part of 
the spectrum (white light) focussed onto your eye but also the dangerous ultra violet 
(UV) and infra-red (IR).  

The safest way to view an eclipse of the Sun is to use “eclipse glasses” which can be 
bought for a few pounds from reputable dealers such as First Light Optics at 
https://www.firstlightoptics.com/ who have dealt in optical equipment for many years. 
These “glasses” are usually made of cardboard, in the shape of regular glasses but with 
special filters instead of glass lenses. There are also rectangular hand-held viewers which 
do the same thing. However, do not wear these and then think you can look through a 
telescope safely. You cannot! 

That same night, 12th/13th August, sees maximum activity from the Perseid meteor 
shower, so called because the meteors appear to radiate from the constellation of 
Perseus. It should be dark enough by 10pm to begin observing although predictions 
suggest that there will be more activity later and particularly after midnight. Because the 
Moon is so close to the Sun it won’t interfere with meteor observing in any way. If the 
sky is clear we should see a meteor every 3 or 4 minutes on average.  

If you plan to spend any longer than a few minutes meteor watching the I suggest you 
use a sun lounger with the head end raised, pointing either north west towards the 
Plough or east/south east towards the Square of Pegasus. You will almost certainly find 
that you see infinitely more artificial satellites than you do meteors. 

https://www.firstlightoptics.com/
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The last of the “Big Three” events is a partial eclipse of the Moon which occurs on 28th 
August. The drawback to this event is that it occurs in the early hours of the morning. An 
eclipse of the Moon is caused by the Moon moving into the Earth’s shadow.  

The eclipse begins at 3.33am with maximum eclipse occurring at 5.12am when the Moon 
is 93% eclipsed. At 6:11am the Moon will set in the WSW as seen from our part of the 
country so we will not see the end of the event. Hopefully, with clear skies we will see 
the Moon turn a reddish-brown colour close to the time of maximum eclipse. 

Brian Mills FRAS 

 
 
TEN YEARS OF “THE FUN ORCHESTRA” 
NDCO CELEBRATES WITH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
The North Downs Community Orchestra (NDCO) celebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
spectacular performance at Woldingham School’s Millennium Theatre. Under Musical 
Director Anna Maria Tabor, the 70-
strong ensemble delighted an 
enthusiastic audience of over 400 
people with a vibrant programme 
spanning Handel, Mozart, The Phantom 
of the Opera, and Pirates of the 
Caribbean, concluding with a jubilant 
encore of The Dambusters. 

Beyond the music, the afternoon was 
filled with heartfelt gratitude. The 
NDCO said a fond farewell to patron 
Rainer Hersch, who is stepping down after a decade. In a moving speech, Rainer 
acknowledged the immense dedication and hard work required to grow the orchestra 
from its humble beginnings of just 16 players to the thriving, 70-member strong group it 
is today, noting that over the past ten years, members had gone through all of life's 
different cycles together. 

There was also a highly emotional moment when the orchestra recognized co-founder 
David Ellis, who was watching proudly from the audience. The orchestra publicly thanked 
him for his vision in starting this amazing initiative a decade ago at Godstone Scout 
Headquarters, prompting a richly deserved round of applause as David stood to 
acknowledge the crowd. Concert Manager Emma Scheck was also presented with 
flowers in recognition of her tireless work behind the scenes ensuring a flawless event. 

Visit www.thefunorchestra.co.uk to find out more. 

Lin Larmer 
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NIGEL’S NATURE NOTES 

It may be July but here in the world of Nature Notes we’re still in April! Michelle 
(Hitchcock) sent us this timely reminder (still relevant) of the joy and despair of 
springtime (16.04.26): 
 

   ‘What a treat to have a Robin's nest in the garden and watch the parents feeding. The 
chicks burst out of the nest full of life but as they can't fly for a few days unfortunately a 
cat got one. It was rescued but died overnight. Please may I ask people to keep cats in as 
much as possible at this time of year, and definitely at night time. They protest but soon 
get used to it!’ 
 

I certainly support your request for cat control, Michelle. Perhaps we also need some 
Magpie control. There were seven in my garden last week! They are without doubt 
entertaining, but eggs and young birds are high on their list of dietary delicacies. 
 

Paul (Jackson) seemed determined to confuse and perplex. He kindly sent a message 
with a photo and a sound recording, but I was unable to fully access it. Fortunately, a 
simple explanation was soon forthcoming (24-26.04.26): 
 

   ‘First Cuckoo and Swallow this morning! [What I sent] was a screen grab from the 
Merlin app, recording their calls at 11.45. We don’t recall hearing any cuckoos in 2025 so 
this was quite exciting. Both calls were heard at our house in Maesmaur Road. The cuckoo 
was east of us, maybe around Tatsfield Green.’ 
 

Thanks for the clarification, Paul. Unfortunately, the calls didn't play on my aged laptop. 
Anyway - CONGRATULATIONS – you were the first correspondent to report either of 
these birds in 2026. Keep up the good work! 
 

Moving on to May we have a three way conversation between Steve (Gaskell), Ruth and 
Jim (Yeeles) and myself (27.05.26): 
Steve:  ‘Small but perfectly formed little butterfly [Grizzled skipper] on our garden wild 

patch 25th May. Not a common garden b/fly, 
so having a wild bit does work bringing stuff in 
(Marbled White last year). Also suspected 
sighting of a Silver Washed Fritillary (99.99%) 
on same day in garden, but my ref. books say 
too early!’ 
 

Nigel:   ‘Wow! A Grizzly! Never seen one. Has 
anybody locally? We'll see what Ruth and Jim 
have to say. It's the right time of year for it. As 
for the fritillary; well, officially too early BUT 
with this weather very possible and 99.99% is 

good enough to convince me! Two great spots, Steve. Well done and thanks for the 
email.’ 
 

Ruth/Jim:   ‘Nice spot, Steve! We consider ourselves very lucky to spot one or two Grizzled 
a year over on the reserve and have yet to see any this season, so far.  The SWF is very 
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early, but not impossible and would be the first sighting in the county, I believe. Have you 
noticed there seems to be an influx of Painted Lady in the last few days? Could be a very 
good year. Also had our first Hummingbird Hawkmoth this afternoon. Totally agree with 
you about the benefits of a wild patch. It can make such a difference, no matter the size. 
Finally, three Swifts over Tatsfield Green and the old school 23rd May (a day later than 
last year) but not spotted since. Hoping they haven’t moved on but it’s still early days.’ 
 

Thanks to Ruth and Jim. Unfortunately, apart from a solitary Swift spotted on the 26th 
and a Green woodpecker on the 16th June, my own observations are dismal. Oh well, 
perhaps it's my turn next? Incidentally, as this looks like being a warm (baking hot!) 
summer there may be a second generation of Grizzlies in August. Expectation + keen 
observation = ? 
 

In early June, Nicola (Reeves) reported an exciting overhead occurrence (01.06.26): 
 

   ‘On Friday afternoon I heard the birds calling to each other so looked up … but never 
expected to see five Red kites and five Buzzards circling overhead together! We have in 
the past had up to eight Buzzards overhead at one time. Normally the red kites will ‘see 
off’ the buzzards but they stayed 
around for quite a few minutes. The 
most Red Kites we’ve ever had here are 
three from memory. I wonder what they 
were all after.’ 
 

Good question, Nicola. I’d guess they 
were scavenging. Whatever the reason, 
that was quite a sighting. I think the 
most I've seen were seven Kites to the 
south of Clark's Lane. 
 

And finally this month, Carol (Pearson) 
discovers treasure whilst not gardening 
(04.06.26): 
 

   ‘I’m sending you photos of what grew 
when we did no mow May. The verge is 
outside our house in an unmade road. 
Four Bee orchids in total and one 
common orchid. Will have to wait now 
before we can cut it. Who knows wha...’ 
 

Indeed, Carol, who knows? Thank you for your email. The Bee orchid looks fabulous. I've 
never seen one growing in the wild, and yet you have four of them! I guess they were 
just lying dormant waiting for the opportunity to grow and bloom. Lucky you! 
 

Summer’s here :  Explore – Enjoy – Observe – Communicate …………………… Stay Cool! 
 

Any news or views? Contact: nigelshaw2000@hotmail.com 
Alternatively, drop a note in to ‘Primrose Ridge’, Greenway. 
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TATSFIELD A CENTURY AGO 
According to records on the Internet, the English summer of 1926 
was among the warmest of the decade.   

So it was that July’s seventh annual tennis tournament held at the 
Rectory enjoyed excellent weather, with more than forty people taking tea in the 
grounds. At Paynesfield House, the 
Women’s Institute fete included country 
dancing by pupils from Merle Common 
School, amateur dramatics, and music 
provided by a band from Croydon. 

But there was also significant bad news: a 
former Tatsfield widow who had moved 
to Croydon some years before was found 
to have committed suicide by jumping 
into the river Wandle at Waddon. An 
inquest was told that three members of 
her family had been killed in action during 
the First World War and that another had died in an asylum. The coroner recorded a 
verdict of unsound mind. 

In another court, a mining engineer living in Tatsfield was declared bankrupt and 
attributed the failure of his business to losses in mining transactions in France, made 
worse by unfavourable foreign currency rates. 

The prospect of a railway coming to Tatsfield continued to be in the local press. In the 
summer of 1926, the issue was the exact route of the proposed Southern Heights Light 
Railway as it passed by the original school in Church Lane and its effect on farmland. 

The local bus service was also in the news, attracting the attention of Godstone District 
Council. The East Surrey Traction Company had started a service between Tatsfield and 
Hartfield, using double-deck buses. The Highways Committee reckoned that these were 
too dangerous to be used on Titsey Hill and the Clerk was instructed to tell the company 
that while the Council was anxious to see the service maintained, there was an element 
of danger, ‘particularly in frosty weather and during the fall of leaf’. 

The accessibility of Tatsfield was being actively promoted. In the Mitcham Advertiser, 
Beulah Mount in Kemsley Road was available, described as ‘a nine-roomed country house 
with small bungalow, stabling and a large garden’. The existing railway service to 
Westerham and a bus route to Croydon were key features. 

Ian Mitchell, Tatsfield History Project 
Email: tatsfield.history@talk21.com     Tel: 577376 
Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/tatsfieldhistoryproject/         
 

mailto:tatsfield.history@talk21.com
https://e-voice.org.uk/tatsfieldhistoryproject/
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